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TheHandbook of Cerebrovascular Diseases offers the second edi-
tion of one of a series of volumes on neurologic disease and therapy
produced by the publisher. The editor and most of his 74 contribut-
ing authors seem to be neurologists writing for neurologists and
perhaps the occasional primary care internist or family practitioner
with an interest in this area. In fact, the few surgical contributors seem
to be neurosurgeons with previously published expertise in extracra-
nial and intracranial cerebrovascular disease. Unfortunately, it is diffi-
cult to be certain of the training background of contributing authors;
this information is not provided.
This comprehensive book is not limited to discussion of extracra-
nial carotid artery disease but, considering its audience, also includes
hemorrhagic and ischemic disease from etiologies as diverse as intra-
cranial aneurysm, amyloid angiopathy, mitochondrial encephalopa-
thy, and valvular heart disease. The book begins with epidemiologic
factors and cerebrovascular anatomy, followed by an excellent discus-
sion of currently available diagnostic modalities and general patient
management principles and enhanced by a specific focus on the
treatments available for ischemic and hemorrhagic etiologies. Addi-
tional chapters discuss cognitive impairments, neuropsychiatric disor-
ders, and rehabilitation after stroke. There is some repetition between
chapters, but overall the organization seems to flow well, with one
chapter complementing the next. Many of the chapters follow an
evidence-based medicine format, especially the ones addressing treat-
ment of acute ischemic stroke with thrombolysis, anticoagulants, and
antiplatelet agents. All of this is presented at a level that is comprehen-
sible without being too simplistic to the average nonneurologist
reader.
However, there seems to be a definite bias against surgical treat-
ment, especially of asymptomatic extracranial carotid artery occlusive
disease. In fact, the less-than-enthusiastic discussion of the multiple
prospective, randomized trials of this entity yields a much more
negative interpretation of the existing level 1 data than is generally
found elsewhere. However, it is probably vital for cerebrovascular
surgeons to be aware of the roots of this controversy. Furthermore,
whereas the chapter dedicated to surgical management options to
prevent ischemic stroke runs a scant four pages of discussion layingout
the extensive evidence supporting the argument for carotid endarter-
ectomy, a full 48 pages (exclusive of references) is set aside for carotid
angioplasty and stenting, sadly consisting primarily of anecdotal expe-
rience and supposition. Issues of carotid artery revascularization famil-
iar to the practicing surgeon—including the nature of the plaque,
patch repair, type of anesthetic, shunting, intraoperative monitoring,
and imaging—are not included.
Despite these limitations, the primary value of this book to the
extracranial surgeon remains the excellent up-to-date discussion of
the risk factors for cerebrovascular disease and the current status of
medical therapies for the prevention and treatment of stroke. These
two strengths alone make it worthy of consideration for purchase.
Thomas E. Brothers, MD
Medical University of South Carolina
Charleston, SCdoi:10.1016/j.jvs.2005.09.010
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The title given to the text, Manual of Peripheral Vascular
Intervention, is somewhat of a misnomer. This text should be
referred to instead as a “Manual of Noncoronary Interventions” to
indicate that it attempts to include all other vascular beds, includ-
ing the intracranial circulation as well as the peripheral vascular
bed. The authors have taken on an immense task of putting
together a well-researched and readable how-to guide for most
current arterial interventions. The result of their efforts is a text
that will likely find a forward site in the library of most practicing
interventionalists.
The first chapter deals with training and credentialing for
peripheral vascular interventions, including alternative pathways,
which are well discussed and politically correct. There is mention of
the fact that competency in interventions of the extracranial cere-
bral vessels is considered a “unique category”; however, there is no
specific mention of the number of cases that would be considered
necessary to achieve this competence. There are also chapters
included on intracranial interventions that correctly stress how
unforgiving this territory can be; however, no discussion is made as
to the training requirements for this very delicate field of work
other than mention of the “cerebrovascular endovascular special-
ist.” This aside, the text is appealing to all of the different physician
groups managing patients with vascular disease because of the vast
experience that each selected author brings to his or her subject.
Each chapter is broken down into basic anatomy and patient
selection and indications, followed by technique and published
outcomes in arteries (and veins) from head to toe. Whether the
reader chooses to read the book in its entirety or by individual
chapter according to clinical need, this book meets its goal as a
how-to manual, discussing catheter, wire, and balloon choices, as
well as how to select optimal access sites. The images and graphics
are useful, especially the pictorial guides of catheter types used for
vessel selection. Many of the related topics, such as carotid inter-
ventions and intracranial interventions, have shared authors so that
there is no repetition of material among these well-written chap-
ters. The discussion of peripheral arterial thrombolysis is the most
complete, yet concise, review of data available on thrombolytic
therapy available and is presented without product bias. Other
excellent chapters follow this on mechanical thrombectomy de-
vices; aortoiliac, infrainguinal, and infrapopliteal interventions; and
renal and mesenteric interventions. Discussions of endovascular
treatment of aneurysmal disease of the aorta and elsewhere are also
included.
Overall, the authors should be commended on bringing
together so many experts to compile this thorough manual on
noncoronary vascular interventions. This text can serve both as
a how-to manual for those just beginning their career in the
periphery and as a terrific review of outcomes of endovascular
therapy for those with different levels of experience. It will be
useful for residents and fellows in all vascular specialties, as
well as for experienced practitioners expanding their vascular
practice.
Shellie Josephs, MDdoi:10.1016/j.jvs.2005.09.009
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